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out of the city. No attention being paid to the message
they despatched a letter, warning the Seths that if I
remained in their house they would come and burn it.
This letter alarmed the Seths; they brought it to me.
I thought it a piece of bombast, and told them not to
mind it. They, however, regarded the threat as serious,
and the event proved that they were right.
A night or two after a fireball was thrown into a
courtyard of the house, where a large quantity of straw
and timber was stored. Fortunately, it missed *these,
and lighted on a stone terrace, where it burnt itself
out, doing no more harm than nearly frightening to
death some servants who were there sleeping. This
incident showed that the villagers had either friends in
the city, or the means of entering it themselves. I felt
that if I was to continue in my present position I must
take measures to protect the city from outside attacks,
and 'also to make my authority respected within it. w
It would be tedious to describe the measures I
adopted; at this distance of time they would possess little
interest. To assist me in carrying them out I summoned a
meeting of the principal inhabitants. They were to assem-
ble at night on the Seths5 great terrace. Muttra was a large
city; many persons had flocked into it from the outside.
Just then it must have contained more than eighty
thousand inhabitants. I had summoned to the meeting
every person at all wealthy or of any position. All who
were summoned came, and yet, to my surprise, the
assembly did not consist of much more than fifty persons.
A white cloth was spread on the terrace, and at one
end a canopy erected; under it. were placed chairs for
me, Mr. Joyce, and the Seths. About nine o'clock the
company began to arrive; each as he entered made his
salaam, and seated himself cross-legged on the floor. To